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Diamond Match Company #106 on a log train at Sterling City 
on August 13, 1942. The railroad ran to Butte ileadows, 
45 miles East of Sterling tity. - Photo by F.A. Guido 
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Fruit Grower's Supply #32 at Hall's Flat; Originally Ocean al 
Shore Railroad #32 it was acquired from Red River Lumber Co, . 
Photo by F. A. Guido | 








Diamond Match Company #6 at Sterling City; it was originally pa 
meter gauge, but later widened to standard. Used for mill a 
switching, Photo by Jack Gibson vse 
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1953 Report... 
Four Logging 


By BOB JOHNSON and 
JACK GIBSON 


During the first half of 1953, 
California railfans saw the state’s 
dwindling number of logging rail- 
roads reduced by approximately 
151 miles* as the scrapper’s torch 
took the life of three pine belt 
roads and one in the redwood 
stands of Humboldt County. 


The most ‘unorthodox in opera- 
tions of the quartet was the 34- 
mile three-foot gauge Diamond & 
Caldor Railway. Once listed in the 
Official Railway Guide as a com- 
mon carrier offering occasional 
service between the months of 
May and September, it had long 
since been the private carrier for 
the Caldor Lumber Co. between 
its mill at Diamond Springs and 
the woods camp at Caldor. Orig- 
inally the mill was located at Cal- 
dor and the railroad was used to 
transport finished lumber to the 
Southern Pacific at Diamond 
Springs, just a few miles west of 
Placerville, but in 1924 the Cali- 
fornia Door Co., as it was then 
known, built its present mill at 
Diamond Springs. 

The order given by the Califor- 
nia State Safety Commission in 
1952 requiring the road to install 
automatic couplers on all its 
equipment in place of its existing 
link and pin, caused the manage- 
ment to look the property over 
and give the high sign to the 
wreckers. By the end of Septem- 
ber of 1953 the line was but a 
memory. 

The road operated five narrow 
gauge Shay geared locomotives up 
to the finish, but with the cessa- 


* — given are those reported in 
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tion of service the company built 
its own standard-gauge diesel- 
electric switcher in the company 
shops. Most mill trackage was 
three rail to accommodate stand- 
ard-gauge cars. Diamond & Cal- 
dor No. 4, a two-truck Shay and 
for years the narrow gauge mill 
switcher, has been donated to the 
El Dorado County Fair where she 
will eventually be placed on 
permanent exhibition at their 
grounds. All other power has been 
scrapped. 

Farther north operating out of 
Stirling City over to Butte Mead- 
ows and into the woods was the 
recently dismantled 45-mile line 
of the Diamond Match Co. With 
the mill located at Stirling City 
the company in 1902 built a stand- 
ard-gauge line down to Chico 
where their manufacturing plant 
was situated. This line was almost 
immediately sold to the Southern 
Pacific. At the same time they 
constructed a meter-gauge log- 
ging railroad into the pine forests 
of the surrounding mountains. 
Later this line was _ standard- 
gauged. The company was a pion- 
eer user of treated ties, having 
their own tie processing plant at 
Stirling City. 

When snows halted rail opera- 
tions in the fall of 1952 the com- 
pany was operating four geared 
locomotives, three Lima Shays 
and one Willamette Shay. Today 
the line into the woods is gone 
and at last reports but one loco- 
motive, the 105, remained at Stir- 
ling City. 

East of Stirling City on the high 
plateau which connects the Sier- 
ras with the Cascades operated 
the logging line of the Fruit 
Growers Supply Co. at their 
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Sixty-five tons of narrow gauge geared power is shown when it 


—Photo by Jack Gibson 


was heading a weekly train of flats out of Diamond Springs to be 
loaded with rail by workmen tearing up the Diamond & Caldor 


Railway. 


The hastening factor of abandonment, the link and 


pin coupler, is clearly seen drooping from the pilot beam. 


Westwood Operations. At one 
time the territory was crisscrossed 
by lines of the Fruit Growers 
Supply, Lassen Lumber & Box, 
and Red River Lumber Co. 

When in 1944 Red River liquid- 
ated its holdings, the line to Ches- 
ter was sold to the Collins Pine 
Co. and the balance was trans- 
ferred to the Fruit Growers Sup- 
ply. This included the company 
town and huge mill at Westwood. 
Previously Fruit Growers Supply 
had a smaller mill in operation at 
Susanville, a neighboring com- 
munity on the east slopes of the 
mountains. 

The recently abandoned rail- 
road used by the company was 
the line that had been in opera- 
tion for many years serving the 
mill at Susanville and more re- 
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cently the Westwood mill. It left 
the Southern Pacific’s Westwood 
branch at Westwood Junction 
and headed 57 miles northeast 
through the forests. Camp 10, 
about 20 miles from the Junction, 
was the rail headquarters and 
here spare power was kept. Shop 
facilities were maintained at 
Westwood and two of the locomo- 
tives, Nos. 102, 2-8-0, ex-Las Veg- 
as & Tonopah 102, and 104, 2-8-2, 
ex-Carlisle Lumber Co., Washing- 
ton, will be retained there as mill 
switchers. Four other engines 
have been sold to the scrapper. 
This marks the end of the once 
extensive rail operations of the 
Fruit Growers Supply and Red 
River Lumber. The latter com- 
pany was an early experimenter 
with diesel-electric power having 
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DOLBEER & CARSON LUMBER COMPANY 

Engine #3 at Falk, photograph by John P, Carrick 
Engine #4 at Falk, photograph from W. A. Silverthorn 
Engine #5 at Falk, July, 1939, photo by Jack Gibson 
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DIAMOND & CALDOR RAILWAY 

Engine 74 at Diamond Springs, photograph by Jack Gibson 

"Cnly Coach" at Diamond Springs, copy photo from Ken Kidder 

Engine #2 at Diamond Springs, Dec. 1934, photo by Larry ilarrisoa} Cour 
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Roster of Locomotives 
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DIAMOND & CALDOR RAILWAY (three foot gauge) 


1 2-4-2T Baldwin said to be ex-Cliff House ky 

2 shay 2T Lima, 1904 #863 10x12 293 180 16900 74000 
scrapped about 1940 

3 shay 2T Lima, 1905 #905 10x12 29% 180 16900 74000 
scrapped about 1938 

4 shay 2T Lima, 1907 71896 10x10 293 180 13000 74000 
to Eldorado Co, Fair Ass'n 

6 shay 3T Lima, 1909 42153 11x12 32 200 25830 120000 
scrapped in 1953 

7 shay 3T Lima, 1912 #2522 11x12 32 200 25830 120000 
scrapped in 1953 

8 shay 3T Lima, 1917 #2921 11x12 32 200 25830 118000 
scrapped in 1953 

10 shay 3T Lima, 1924 73252 11x12 32 200 25830 136000 





Numbers 5 and 9 were assigned to speeders. - D. S. Richter 
DIAMOND MATCH COMPANY 

History, Roster and pictures in Issue 140 
FRUIT GROWERS SUPPLY COMPANY 


Roster and pictures in Issue 139 

Correction of roster: Engines 4 and 5 built in 1911; 
Engine 103 renumbered to 2nd #3 in 1952; All engines 
were scrapped in 1953 except 102 and 104, 


DOLBEER & CARSON LUMBER COMPANY 


1 2-4-2T Baldwin 1889 $9780 15x22 49 130 11200 75000 
Crig. S.P. 383, 1158, 1005 
Humboldt Northern #1, later 

: Little River Redwood #6, Ham- 
mond & Little: River #6, Ham- 
mond Redwood #6, scrapped 

2 2-6-2 Baldwin 1904 #25503 16x24 44 180 20500 108500 

) exhibited at Lewis & Clark 

Exposition, ex-Humboldt Nor- 

thern #2 

3 2-6-2 Baldwin 1922 #55248 17x24 44 175 23400 124000 

ex-Humboldt Northern #3, now 

Stockton Terminal & Eastern #3 

M4 3-T shay Lima 1931 #3349 13x15 36 200 38200 187500 

now Alberni Pacific (Vancouver 

: Island) #4 

° heisler Heisler 1920 #1446 13x12 33 190 18970 72000 





Originally Mt Tamalpias & Muir 
Woods #9, Siskiyou Lumber #1 


; pur chased by Pacific Lumber Co, 
arrisoie Courtesy: D., S. Richter for historical display. 


or 
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DIAMOND & CALDOR RAILWAY 
Engine 76 at Diamond Springs 6/10/39 photographed by D.S. kichte 
Engine 77 at Diamond Springs photograph by F. A. Guido 
Engine 78 at Diamond Springs photograph by F. A. Guido 
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—Photo by Jack Gibson 


Though a short railroad in miles, Dolbeer & Carson’s railroad 
sported more trestles than any of the other abandoned roads be- 
cause of the nature of the terrain it traversed and the exception- 


ally high rainfall. 


Here No. 3 is shown entering Headquarters 


Camp over Brown’s Gulch trestle on the return trip from the bay 
to the woods. The 3-spot is ~~ owned by the Stockton Terminal 
astern. 


purchased in 1926 a unit built by 
General Electric-American Loco- 
motive Co.-Ingersoll Rand. They 
also operated the only known 
electrified logging railroad, con- 
structed in 1927. Two Baldwin- 
Westinghouse freight motors were 
purchased with off-set panto- 
graphs for overhead clearances. 
Today the only segment left of 
these extensive operations is a 
major portion of this electric line 
between Clear Creek Junction on 
the Western Pacific’s Bieber line 
and Chester, now operated by 
Collins Pine Co. as the Almanor 
Railroad with a small modern 
diesel unit furnishing the power. 

The oldest of the four in num- 
ber of operating years, though the 
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smallest in mileage and motive 
power, was the Dolbeer & Car- 
son Lumber Co.’s railroad running 
from a log dump at Bucksport on 
Humboldt Bay south of Eureka, 
15 miles up into the redwood 
stands on Elk River. The logs 
were rafted from the dump to the 
mill in Eureka. 

Originally built in 1884 as the 
Bucksport & Elk River Railroad, 
the line served through the years 
as a log carrier. As the predeces- 
sor road of the Northwestern Pa- 
cific had to obtain permission to 
cross the Bucksport & Elk River 
right-of-way, Dolbeer & Carson 
maintained crossing priorities 
over the NWP, causing the latter 
to stop all trains at its crossing. 
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In 1950 the Dolbeer & Carson 
mill, railroad and timber holdings 
were sold to The Pacific Lumber 
Co. of Scotia, California, who in 
turn sold the D&C Eureka mill, 
but continued to operate the rail 
line spasmodically. TPL had pur- 
chased Dolbeer & Carson to add 
its timber to their adjoining op- 
erations, and when it became feas- 
ible to construct log truck roads 
over the mountains to their own 
Yager Creek railhead, the days of 
the original Bucksport & Elk 
River were numbered. 

Early last year the rail was 
torn up, locomotive No. 3, a 2-6-2, 
was sold to the Stockton Terminal 
& Eastern, and No. 5, a two-truck 
Heisler and only remaining en- 


gine of the Mt. Tamalpais & Muir 
Woods Railroad, was sold to a 
contractor who planned to turn 
her boiler into a hot plant. Still 
later it was repurchased by The 
Pacific Lumber Co. who plan to 
place her on exhibition at Scotia. 

Thus, of the four railroads, only 
the motive power of the Dolbeer 
& Carson remains intact from the 
scrapper’s torch and was the only 
company to actually go out of 
business, the other three compan- 
ies continuing to furnish their 
hungry mills with truck-hauled 
logs. 


Reprinted from The Ferroequinologist, 
published by the Central Coast Railway 
Club, San Jose, California. 





1954 Excursions 


Tuesday evening, Jan. 5, the 
Joint Bay Area Excursion Board 
met in San Francisco. Listed be- 
low the excursions are given by 
date, sponsoring organization, and 
destination. It should be remem- 
bered that this list is only tenta- 
tive. 

Feb. 22—Cal-Nevada—SP narrow 
gauge. Fare approx. $10 from Mohave 
by bus to Owenyo, train to Laws and 
return, bus to Mohave. Connects with 
West Coast and leaves Mohave at 6 a.m. 

Feb. 27—Cen. Coast—Oakland Mole. 

March 7—BAERA—Mystery trip. 

March 14—R&LHS (So. Cal. chapter) 
—Last steam run on the UP in Calif. 
from LA to LA Harbor. 

March 14—Cal-Nevada—Santa Maria 
Valley. Lv. on train #71, return via 
special. 

March 19—Cal-Nevada, R&LHS—Joint 
dinner-meeting to San Jose with CC. 

March 27 (Sat.)—Return of Snowball 
Special. SP to Truckee. Info from Art 
Lloyd (see below). 

April 4—BAERA—Steam on IER. Day 
in Oakland and Alameda. 

April 11—Cal-Nevada—SP to Placer- 
ville. Use train #224 to Sacramento. 

April 25—Nor-Cal—SP to Los Gatos. 

May 2—BAERA—Mystery trip on SN. 

May 9—Cal-Nevada—SP to Susanville. 

May 16—Nor-Cal—SF Muny work 
equipment. 

May 23—R&LHS—Sacramento, then 
choice of Roseville, Sacto shops, or city 
tour. 
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May 29-30-31—Cen. Coast, Cal-Nevada 
—NWP to Eureka, Arcata & Mad River, 
Northern Redwood Lumber. 


June 6—R&LHS—ST&E using club- 
owned equipment, coach #6, engine 
“Genoa.” 

June 13— Cen. Coast —San Joaquin 
River boat trip from Stockton. 

June 18-19-20—R&LHS, Cal-Nevada— 
Dunsmuir RR Days with side trip to 
Ashland. 

July 10-11—Nor-Cal—WP Budd car to 
Quincy Jct., Quincy RR to Quincy. 

Aug. 1—Cen. Coast, Nor-Cal, Cal- 
Nevada, R&LHS—Joint picnic to Big 
Trees. 

Aug. 29—Nor-Cal—SP to Davenport. 

Sept. 19—R&LHS—NWP and Cal 
Western one day round trip. 

Sept. 26—Nor-Cal—WP 94 to San Jose. 

Oct. 10—Cal-Nevada—SP to St. Hel- 


ena. 

Oct. 24—Nor-Cal—SN to Pittsburgh. 

Information can be obtained from the 
following addresses: 

Central Coast Railway Club—Merle 
eaeere. 2009 Johnston Ave., San Jose, 

alif. 

Northern California Railroad Club— 
Al Thoman, 502 Dale View, Belmont, 
Calif. 

Railway & Locomotive Historical So- 
ciety—J. E. Turner, 1739 Berkeley Way, 
Berkeley, Calif. 

California-Nevada Railroad Histori- 
eal Society—Arthur Lloyd Jr., 3533 
Pasadena Dr., San Mateo, Calif. 

Bay Area Electric Railroad Assn.— 
Addison Laflin, 2119 Marin Ave., Berk- 
eley 7, Calif. 

So. Cal Chapter R&LHS — Donald 
Duke, 2304 Melville, San Marino 9, Calif. 

Pacific Railway Society—Box 5279, 
eon Station, Los Angeles 55, 

alif. 
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Passenger-Train Car Orders—For Service in the United States 


Length Con- Seating Date of Date of 
Purchaser No. Class t. In. struction Capacity i Order Delivery Builder 


i) Jul Mar.-Apr.’54 rps 
ee Novator; ° . Amer, Car & Fdy. 
Alloy Steel 169 November iin atr. ‘54 St. Louis Car 
S. Steel 148 ? October -'54 Budd 
5 1 October Nov: 54 Budd 
Sept. '54 


Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe.. 6 Rome’ Dormitory 
a gee 
Chicago & North W : Seberban 
Chicago, Bategun & mas % Coa 
Sleeping 
Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul 
& Pacific OIE ing 
Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific. RDES 
Sleeping 
Dems Coach 
Dome Sleeper 
Parlor-Bar-Lounge 
_ Luxe Coach 
leeping 
Coach 


eee . 
ecooceceosoaaessS S99: 6 


m. oe ewes March Ist qtr. °54 
“One for the account of the Spokane, Portland & Sesttle. 
“*One for the account of the § £pokane, Portlend & Seattle, and four for the account of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy. 


January 11, 1954 RAILWAY ACE 
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B - partial abandonment pending 























A- abandonment pending 








Muni Figures for Fiscal Year 1952-53 
‘Surplus Total Miles 
Total or Miles per 
Revenue Expenditures Deficit Operated Hour 
STREET CAR LINES e 
B Ge $ 705,385.16 $ 629,638.00 $75,747.16 549,722 8.99 
C Geary-2nd Ave... 461,902 370,591.25 91,311.61 289,663 7.63 
J Church 386,164.66 408,418.95 22,254.29 330,302 7.69 
K Ingleside 646,825.09 821,874.77  -175,049.68 766,278 9.54 
L Taraval 790,086.35  1,011,945.12 -221,858.77 933,192 9.34 
M Ocean View 288,678.37 402,920.15 -114,241.78 376,059 9.45 
N Judah 905,612.39 993,004.18 -87,381.79 902,344 9.29 
Street Car Lines $4 184,65488 § 4,638,392.42 -$453,737.54 4,147,560 9.03 
CABLE CAR LINES 
59 Powell 368,965.66 398,028.17  -29,062.51 168,346 5.06 
60 Jackson 442,927.79 548,310.05  -105,382.26 239,803 5.30 
61 California 299,961.63 384,646.93 84,685.30 224,050 6.52 
62 Hyde 248,156.82 307,343.48  °-59,186.66 176,935 6.40 
63 Jones 39,548.10 54,661.52  -15,11342 25,015 4.18 |! 
Total: Cable Street Car Lines.. $ 1,399,560.00 $ 1,6! §92,990.1 15 -$293,430.15 ; $34,209 5.69 
TROLLEY COACH ROUTES P 
. 1 Sutter-California...... 911,386.76 620,924.70 290,462.06 877,316 8.10 
5 McAllister..........08. 984,155.00 768,102.53 216,052.47 1,173,066 9.11' 
6 Masonic........ cee ee 511,845.89 447,494.45 64,351.44 686,614 8.95 
TO eRe 501,728.02 367,232.70 134,495.32 493,796 7.24 
= “aaa nae 503,534.28 371,771.74 131,762.54 498,675 7.21 
9-12 Richland-Ocean.. ia 794,300.91 636,708.56 157,592.35 953,249 8.69. 
14 Mission...’..... 873,472.20 699,633.72 173,838.48 1,102,841 9.64 
21 Hayes. . 719,086.29 512,750.89 206,335.40 711,614 7.74 
22 Fillmore. . 1,062,545.49 $82,244.41 180,301.08 1,229,246 7.52 
30 Stockton........ Rinae 1,139,754.98 731,656.89 408,098.09 941,410 6.94 
33 Ashbury........ pases 129,746.83 172,573.78 95 284, 9.35 
41 Union-Howard......... 642,340.98 610,515.42 31,825.56 $26,483 8.61 
{Sa 563,463.27 1 41,655.06  ~712,045 7.08 
Total: Trolley Coach Routes. $ 9,337,360.90 $ 7,343,418.00 $1,993,942.90 10,590,388 8.12 
MOTOR COACH ROUTES 
2 Sutter-Clement........ 550,174.50 526,269.88 23,904.62 845,879 10.05 
10 Monterey...... oisaben 275,339.80 384,115.25  -108,775.45 654,576 10.69 
21 HetMeOn. ....00000080. 239,291.37 225,812.54 13,478.83 327,504 8.13 
14 Mission..........0.'0. 534,379.41 512,449.58 21,929.83 799,665 9.41 
15 Third..... REAR 998,243.66 99 39,985.67 1,554,134 10.24 
46 Noriega..... ccieabeene 78,358.34 119,085.53 -40,727.19 149,826 5.84 
17 Park-Merced.......... 16,897.67 27,008.54  -10,110.87 40,911 8.22 
<j ee bupecaens 94,516.46 187,002.31 485.85 324,911 10.76 ' 
19 Polk.....°...... cawonek 437,168.43 361,787.03 75,381.40 477,092 7.02 
2 Fillmore (Owl)....... 16,155.75 12,922.36 3,233.39 20,860 9.86 
23 Crescent......:.0..0.. 65,548.75 -37,190.36 111,880 10.13 
< 248,910.50 244,414.87 4,495.63 340,615 7.53 
364,067.51 430,885.54  -66,818.03 688,893 9.54 
307,128.20 337,605.28  -30,477.08 546,000 9.91 
221,168.34 -37,37795 415,701 9.68 
189,147.06 323,338.18  -134,191.12 566,658 11.08 
25,336.04 87,058.35 61,722.31 . 139,747 865 | 
boa 421,450.85 463,616.28  -42,165.43 * 724,514 9.18 | 
32 Embarcadero.......... 117,665.68 149,788.56 32,122.88 232,739 8.90 | 
36,052.13 55,816.35  -19,764.22 88,502 10.03 
235,368.30 305,392.29  -70,023.99 464,284 8.46 
47,203.79 110,044.97 62,341.18 187,540 10.10 
11,575.18 30,004.50 -18,429.31 49,613 9.38 
11,708.23 30,815.28 -19,107.05 40,395 6.06 
SOMES « cicavouiea cant 488;361,78 521,483.67 ~ -33,12189 829,731 9.62 
43 Roosevelt........0000s 64,746.27 108,094.33  -43,348.06 184,134 10.42 
44 Sansome.............4 9,280.63 15,054.46 -5,77383 19,760 -6.28 
45 Van NESS.....sceeeeee 402,706.51. 289,947.82 112,758.69 | 390,275 °7.52 
BD Geneva. .ocecccveccoee 17,509.61 34,846.58 -17,336.97 54,162 8.44 
51 Silver. 107,550.7% 184,566.30  -77,015.53 326,497 11.32 
52 Excelsior. . 972,22 49,646.24 -21,674.02 71,002 7.29 
53 So. Heights...++ +++» 47,363.89 90,349.56 ‘67 149,572 9.66 
55 Sacramento. .... ooseen 377,796.42 316,230.13 61,566.29 451,798 8.13 
56 Cemeteries........ 40,865.43 54,064.61 -13,199.18 96,470 11.99 
66 Masonic-Quintara 119,254.22 178,749.52 -59,495.30 921 9.30 
71-72 Haight-Sunset. ... 478,788.10 003.79  -107,215.69 980,784 1048 
75 Legion of Honor...... 1,556.30 * 4,514.27 -2,957.97 6536 “7.16 
76 Rroadmoor...... 21,943.27 5473748 32,794.21 97,242 1136 
77 Industria}...:... 5,548.22 28,910.29 23,362.07 58,653 14.58 
81 Bacon-Fitzgerald...... 23,413.00 76,48284  -53,06984 125,446 9.08 
*82 Mission Rock....:.... 2,210.94 11,691.50 -9,480.56 17857 7.94 
B 505,820.21 442.13, 123,378.08 1 
177,461.73 151,811.08 25,650.65 
7,370.71 24,351.17  -16,980.46 41,591 9.60 
1,129.52 1,171.43 A191 1499 6.97 
155,680.46 38,744.94  173;165 9.07 
. . 7,826.40 ——— 7,826.40 ea 
( Subsidy from Harbor Commission) 
Total: Motor Coach Routes.. $ 8,598,322.21 $ 9,489,67122 -$891,349.01 14,981,737 9.41 
SYSTEM TOTAL...... $23,519,897.99 $23,164,471.79 , $355,426.20 30,553,894 8.72 
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Monorail Rapid Transit 
Plan Given in. Detail 


San Fernando Valley-Long Beach Route 


Would Include Subway in Downtown Area 
Feb, 3,5 1954 


The Los Angeles Metropol-} 
itan Transit Authority, empow- 


ered to build and operate a 
mass rapid-transit system from 
the San Fernando Valley to 
Long Beach, revealed the de- 
tails of the proposed monorail 
plan yesterday in reports and 
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The project ‘ncludes a two 
and one-half- mile subway be- 
neath Hill St. from Sunset to 
Washington Blvd. 

A $100,000 survey report, con- 


‘tracted by the Board of Super- 


visors, declared feasible a mon- 
orail passenger line for the 
metropolitan area which could 
carry an estimated passenger 


PROPOSED MONORAIL ROUTE—Map shows route for 
pee monorail line from San Fernando Valley to 
ong Beach. Numbers indicate stations proposed as 
points for passengers to board or leave trains. 
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‘potential in excess of 79,000,000) 


Monorail Rapid 
Transit Plan 
Near Showdown 


Gov. Knight faces the respon- 
sibility of deciding whether to 
include the monorail question 
as a special.item for the Legis- 
lature at the March session. 
The Legislature, if the Gover- 
nor does act, must determine 
whether it will give, or refuse, 
sanction for special exemptions 
to make possible the establish- 
ment of a 46-mile monorail line 
from the San Fernando Valley 
to Long Beach. 

Violently opposed factions 
are lining up their forces for 
a decision on the issue. 

The whole matter was 
brought to a climax by the pres- 
entation to the Board of Su- 
pervisors of an engineering re- 
port which declares that, under 
certain conditions, the construc- 
tion of the $165,000,000 monorail 
system is feasible. The condi- 
tions, however, form the basis 
for a fundamental controversy. 

Two Basic Issues 

Two major proposals are in- 
volved. 

One is for the exemption of 
the monorail system from tax- 
ation. 

The other is for its removal 
from the jurisdiction of the 
State Utilities Commission. 

On -these questions, opposing 
philosophies have come into 
collision. 

The Los Angeles Metropolitan 
Transit Authority, which was 
created by the 1951 Legis- 
lature, declares that construc- 
tion of the monorail line to 
relieve congestion is so impor- 
tant and so much in the pub- 
lic interest that taxes: and su- 
pervision should be waived. 

A challenge to this view has; 
been voiced by Stanley M. Lan- 
ham, vice-president of the Los 
Angeles Transit Lines. 

In testimony before the Sen-: 
ate Committee on Highways, | 
Streets and Bridges he said: 

“The suggestion has been 
made that the $165,000,000 sin- 
gle line should be exempt from 
all taxes, free from any regula- 
tion or control as to where its 
line might’ be constructed, or 
service standards, or rates of 
fare, and have no responsibility 
for damages if an overhead 
structure is built along busi- 
ness streets such as Sunset| 
Blvd. ... If there is justifica-| 
tion for excluding one operator 
of transit services from taxes 
and regulatory control, then all 
should be.” 























Louis Chess Recalls ... 


Early Days of 
Commute Service 


By BOB JOHNSON 


Commuter service to San Fran- 
cisco from the peninsula began 
when the railroad was completed 
to San Jose, T. Louis Chess, gen- 
eral passenger agent of the Sou- 
thern Pacific, told members of 
the Central Coast Railway Club 
meeting in a coach at the San 
Jose depot on January 15 in ob- 
servance of the 90th anniversary 
of the coming of the railroad to 
San Jose. 


Three trains each way between 
San Jose and San Francisco were 
shown on a timetable issued in 
1866 by the San Francisco and 
San Jose railroad as the line was 
then known. 

In May, 1884, three trains each 
way were run to Menlo, three 
more to San Jose, and two trains 
to Monterey. At this time a the- 
ater train was established leav- 
ing San Francisco at 10:45 for 
peninsula points. 

In the early days of railroad- 
ing, Sunnyvale was known as 
Murphy’s Station, named after 
the owner of the property in the 
area. 

The Burlingame station was 
donated by members of a local 
country club who wanted a new 
station for their town. The roof 
was hand-made tile that came 
from the 1894 San Francisco fair 
in Golden Gate Park. This tile 


was made by the same people 
who made tile for the Spanish 
missions, Chess revealed. 

The timetable for 1906 listed 13 
trains to San Jose and return and 
a through train to Tres Pinos. 

At that time the present day lo- 
cation of Bayshore yard was a 
lagoon. When the Bayshore cut- 
off was built the lagoon was filled 
in. After the 1906 earthquake, 
people in the San Francisco area 
thought that the blasting being 
done in tunnels of the cut-off was 
a recurrence of the disaster, Chess 
said. 

After the cut-off was complet- 
ed, trains were still operated over 
the Valencia Street hill line be- 
cause of requirements in the 
road’s franchise into San Francis- 
co, Chess revealed. Pointing out 
the advantages of the cut-off 
compared to the hill line, Chess 
said that on the hill line any 
train of any size required helper 
engines. There were six locomo- 
tives in this service. 

Passenger service was contin- 
ued on the Valencia Street hill 
until 1930. By that time passen- 
ger traffic had dwindled to a 
few people and trains consisted of 
only two cars. The last freight 
train over the now abandoned 
porticn of the line ran in 1942. 

Chess started working in con- 
nection with the railroad on a 
part time basis at the Colma sta- 
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tion for Western Union in 1904. 
His first full time employment 
with the Southern Pacific was at 
the Sunnyvale station in 1905. 

In those days Chess recalled 
that tickets were sold to resorts 
at Pescadero and Paso Robles 
Hot Springs. Those passengers 
bound for Pescadero took a stage 
coach from San Mateo. 

Picnic excursions then were 
run to Sunset Park at Wrights 
Station on the now abandoned 
Santa Cruz line. When the Na- 
tive Sons of California would 
have their picnics there, Chess 
remembered that it would some- 
times take five or six trains, some 
of them with triple-headers, to 
haul them. The picnic grounds 
were moved because the business 
was too large to be handled on the 
light rail and limited siding facili- 
ties. Another popular picnic site 
in the Central Coast area was 
Congress Springs near Saratoga, 


‘reached by steam trains to San 


Jose and thence by Peninsular 
Railway interurban cars to the 


park. 


Growth of peninsula commuter 
service can be seen by comparing 
the figures. Today 27 trains to and 
from San Francisco run Monday 
through Friday with 15 on Sat- 
urday, and 11 on Sunday. 

In 1940, 8300 residents of the 
peninsula commuted by train to 
San Francisco. Today 16,000 daily 
are carried to the city. During 
World War II the traffic figure 
rose to 13,000 then dropped off 
some before growing to the pres- 
ent day high. 

Of the total passenger coaches 
in commuter service in 1941, 75 
were the suburban type along 
with six or eight 60-foot cars. 
With the increase in passengers, 
a total of 229 60-foot coaches is 


used along with the original 75 
suburban cars. One of the reasons 
for using large number of 60-foot 
coaches here is in this service 
they can be maintained properly, 
whereas in occasional mainline 
service they would deteriorate. 

Stations during the last 10 or 
15 years have been expanded. The 
SP has spent money on every sta- 
tion during that time, Chess ex- 
plained. 

The fleet movement system of 
the peninsula commuter service 
was devised to accommodate the 
increase in traffic. Trains have 
staggered stops and run three min- 
utes apart. The first trains to 
leave Third and Townsend in San 
Francisco travel the farthest be- 
fore the first stop. 

The increase in traffic strains 
service, Chess said. The 12, 13, or 
14 car lengths of trains is as far 
as the SP can go and still operate 
safely. 

Regardless of the financial loss 
in running commuter service the 
SP “feels commuter service is es- 
sential,” Chess revealed. 

To improve the existing service 
and prepare for the large esti- 
mated growth in passenger ser- 
vice in the next 10 to 20 years the 
SP is studying the use of diesel 
locomotives and gallery type 
coaches. This month the SP 
sought the public’s reaction to 
some gallery type coaches bor- 
rowed from the Chicago, Burling- 
ton and Quincy Railroad. These 
cars seat approximately 120 to 
148 passengers each. 

Of the existing motive power 
on commuter trains, the 4300’s 
will gradually be scrapped and 
the recently leased Cotton Belt 
4-8-4’s now in storage will take 
their place in the service, Chess 
disclosed. 

















Past, Present, Future 
| Of Cable Lines 
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IME WAS WHEN cable 
cars were abundant. Be- 
fore the earthquake and fire 
of 1906, they were all .over 
town, and the grandest line 


and the gripman would stop 
at each passenger’s front 
door. The next great blow to 
the system came on April 5, 
1941, when the two-block line 
on Fillmore street and the 


ran between 18th and 26th 
streets. The historic Clay- 
Sacramento line was closed 
down at 1:30 a. m. Feb. 15, 
1942, It was on Clay street 
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that the world’s first cable 
of all ran along Market street. ror oe line (not shown car operated. 
on map) were dropped. .The Muni discontinued service 
Only ® few lines survived ‘The Fillmore line ran on the jon the Jones street shuttle Sat- 
after 1906, but those which hj}! between Broadway and | urday night and plans to stop FINA: 
did lasted for quite a while. Green street, and ‘then the loperations of the O’Farrell-Hyde =— 
Then, on Nov. 17, 1929, the cars were disengaged from ‘ine May 1. No date has been set 
beloved Pacific avenue line the cables and ran with elec- gor the ending of cable car! mn 
whs abandoned. It wasafam- tric power to the Marina. The service on California street be-| 512 
ily line, with two-car trains, ivory-white cars on Castro tween Van Ness and Presidio, the 
. Tiny Railroad [Ruling Against 24 | HORT 
y P 
. FP. Viesel for - Zs SP and Santa Fe 
W Co The California Public Utilities 
{Sacramento ill ntinue Commission yesterday turned news 
/ dowh a petition by Southern Pa- 
| Its Own Way cific System and Santa Fe Rail- tO w 
un rdered road which asked that a rail- ,' 
A, T. Hildman the president |road rerouting proposal by Fres- annu 
A selt-propelled, diesel; of one of the smallest railroads |no be rejected by the PUC. 
powered railway passenger car| in the world, came down from | Fresno has asked the commis. ser} 
has been ordered for mid-da the Mother Lode to try to sell 
y ef sion to direct the two railroads 
passenger train service between| his line to the president of one Eure 
f the 1 ilroads in the |t® Consolidate their tracks and 
Sacramento and the Bay Area,| ©! the Jargest railroads in the , 
world last night—but D, J. Rus- |Perations within the city, and mot 
|Southern Pacific Vice President se! wouldn’t buy. ,; operate the S. P. depot as a un-| 
iC E. Peterson — yes- Russell, president of the jon station. Fresno has moved! 
terday. Who 9 Southern Pacific Company, said © present its case to the ICC. |; col 
He said the — car will be] the 3 per cent frade of Hild- — 
placed . service Sunday, April} man’s Camino, Placerville and itv of hauling the lumber of the 
25, replacing steam train equip} Lake Tahoe Railroad Com- Michigan-California Lumber 
ment now used on the com- any’s eight-mile line is too aaa A from Camino to hav 
pany’s present mid-day service.| ‘wisty. and ime carves are 4 ae oan.  —— busi- 
The SP announcement fol-| CUrVY for the Southern Pa- ness of the wit 
lowed closely a refusal by the cific’s big diesels to make. The lumber company owns 
Ualted States Sunreme Court Not that the CP&LT isn’t a the railroad and would like to ion 
- P lic Utiliti railroad worth keeping, Hild- concentrate on the lumber 
to review State Pub! es! man said. It’s just that the tiny business, Hildman said. But he 
Commission ruling ordering im-| yajjroad’s only outlet is on the went home resigned to pushing sul 
provement in the mid-day San| §P at Placerville. and since the the company’s six cars of lum- + 
Francisco-Sacramento service. | §P’s business is railroading, ber down the grade every day ec 
a Hildman thought Russell might and pulling the empties back at 
like to assume the responsibil- night. — HEI 





